Glossary
	A
	

	Acute Conditions
	General term for ‘severe and sudden in onset’


	Aetiopathology
	Investigating the cause of an abnormal state or finding


	Aggrecan
	A protein modified with carbohydrates found in the intervertebral disc


	Asymptomatic
	Without symptoms


	Avascular
	Without blood vessels

	B
	

	Biomarkers






	A natural substance in the body that can be measured and used to 
indicate a certain biological state

	C
	

	Chronicity
	Lasting for a long period of time or marked by frequent recurrence

	D
	

	Diagnostics
	Tests used to diagnose disease

	E
	

	Extracellular Matrix
	Substance surrounding cells that usually provides structural support to the cells as well as other important functions.

	F
	

	Familial
	Tendency to occur in more members of a family than expected by chance alone


	Fissures
	A long narrow opening, crack or split

	G
	

	Genotyping
	The process of determining the genotype of an individual by 
the use of biological assays


	Genotype
	The genetic constitution of an 
individual

	H - I
	

	Innervated
	Supplied with nerves


	Interleukins
	A group of proteins called cytokines that are secreted from cells. They are important signals in the immune system 


	J – K – L - M
	

	Matrix
	The supporting substance inside a cell

	N - O
	

	Osteophtyes
	Osteophtyes are small growths of bone which can sometimes form around joints. These can develop as a result of excessive stress and strain on joints or due to a condition such as arthritis

	P
	

	Pathogenesis
	General term meaning the step by step development of disease and the chain of events leading to that disease due to a series of changes in the structure and /or function of a cell, tissue or organ


	Pathologies
	The scientific study of 
the nature of disease and its causes, processes, development, and consequences

	
	

	Posterolaterally
Q – R - S
	Posterior (back) and lateral (side) in position or direction

	Scheuermanns disease (familial)
	A self-limiting skeletal disorder of childhood that has a tendency to occur in more members of a family than expected by chance alone. It is 
also known as Sherman's Disease

	T
	

	TNF-α
	Tumour Necrosis Factor alpha is a natural substance within the body that has a broad spectrum of biological activities. It plays a central 
role in inflammation (swelling)


